37. LOYALTY TO KING-EMPEROR

I, too, had gone to Godhra with Bapu. The Sub-
jects Committee met," and the workers placed the draft
forms of the various resolutions before Gandhiji for his
consideration.

The first resolution ran something like this: "We
hereby express our fealty to our King-Emperor" etc.
(In those days all political meetings opened with a
resolution of this sort).

Gandhiji read the resolution and tore it up. " It
would be vulgar to pass such a resolution/3 he said.
"So long as we do not rebel, we must be taken to be
loyal. There is no need to shout it from the housetops.
Does a woman go about advertising her faithfulness
to her husband? She has married him which means
that she has promised to be faithful to him."

The workers had nothing left to say. Bapu look-
ed at their downcast faces and said reassuringly: "If
any questions are asked as to why no loyalty resolution
was brought before the Conference, tell them frankly,
by all means, that it was all Gandhi's doing."
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